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Cycle Document 


Your document should include the following sections. Most 
sections will probably need between one and two pages 
each to give the information. It should include the 
following sections: 


e Goal 
What were you hoping to accomplish in your own 
practice and in the surrounding environment? What 
problem did you see that needed to be fixed? From 
what research base did you design a possible 
solution? 

e Activities 
What did you try? With whom did you try it? What 
happened? 

e Data 
What data did you collect? When did you collect it? 
From whom did you collect it? Although it is not 
necessary to put every piece on your web site, 
include summaries and representative examples of 
your data. 

e Insights 
What did you learn as you reflected on the data 
gathered during your activities? What connections 
can you make te your readings in other classes or in 
your outside reading? What did you learn about 
yourself, your practice, and the people involved in 
your ARP? 

' e Surprises 

Any surprises? Did you learn anything...see 
anvthinn = realize anvthinn that wan didn't avnact? 
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My gee CUR Gey yee pO Ure Enpeee. 
Any new twists to your ARP? ? } 
e Where to go from here 
As a result of your reflection, what do you see 
yourself trying in the next cycle? This should be 
based on both what happened in your first cycle and ‘ 
your research. You may end up doing some more 
reading based on your first cycle results. This section 
will become the rough draft for your goal section in 
the next cycle document. 


Grading 

When determining a grade, I will look at the richness of 

your experience in your ARP, your understanding of the 4 
ARP process, your fulfillment of the requirements stated : 
above (a final cycle doc 
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Collaborative Action 
Research 


638 C Schedule of Events 
F Readings (A) ( 
—” of||Meet other profs online for classes. Schedule (A) ( 
Online Interac 
week of||Work on pulling together all your data. No more 
5/14 _ |ljournals, just begin to analyze your information || &38AS i 
and give it some order. 638B se us 
638C Syllabus 
week of||TI meeting--7 am & 7 PM (PST). Prin il 
5/21 Working on final cycle, let's discuss the Cycle 
documents Final Stage 
week of||Working on final cycle 
5/28 ||Read chapter 7 of McNiff. Cycle Work 
ca of||working on final cycle document Gradin 


week of||TI meeting--7 am & 7 PM (PST) --mandatory- Caveats 
6/11 -Talk about exhibitions and web site 


week of||Final cycle document due More ARP 
6/18 Reflecting reflecting reflecting Resources 
week of|/Reflect about exhibitions and web site. 

6/25 Exhibitions 


week of||TI Meeting 7 am & 7 PM (PST) 

7/2 Organinzing your data from the year and final Exhibition 
preparations for exhibitions and web site Guidelines 
Final abstract due 


week of||This is a face-to-face meeting, don't miss it. Abstract 
7/9 Exhibitions web site due 


week of||CELEBRATE!!! 
7/13 


http://gsep. pepperdine.edu/~mmfisher/638/638cschedule. html 5/7/2002 


ARP Description 


” 


ARP Description 

ARP Literature Review 
ARP Journal 

My Pepperdine Home 


Email comments to me 


Page 1 of 2 


Question: How can | change my personal practices as at 
literature to: 


Increase my students vocabulary and accelerate the sr 
which the acquisition occurs... 


Improve their ability to use their new vocabulary effecti\ 
present their personal thoughts, ideas, and stories... 


Improve their writing skills through improved/increased 
vocabulary and internalization of effective processes of 
writing that will enable them to publish their work (via th 
World Wide Web). . . 


through effective integration of technology into my curricul 
practices in order to enhance and support the above goals 


Problem: Writing has, by-and-large, been a process wher 
technology is used primarily as a means to produce an en: 
product. It has not been (my opinion) used well to: 


enhance vocabulary acquisition 
as a brainstorming medium for writing development 
to teach the process of (multimedia) story telling 


to teach effective writing processes that strengthen anc 
empower student writers 


Traditional vocabulary programs have been somewhat effe 
not very engaging. Most technology approaches have bee 
software packages that attempt to trick users into learning 
but rarely have them use the new words in meaningful wa’ 
Students need to be engaged in the learning process and 
environment needs to encourage, or require, them to begil 
words immediately via their own personal writings. 


Plan of Action: | want to evaluate the traditional approact 
vocabulary development and writing, that | and others hav 
over the years, and determine what aspects have been efi 
and why. Then blending these effective approaches with 
appropriate technology, | want to discover ways in which 
technology can be more than a drill-n-kill solution to vocab 
acquisition. 


The growth of vocabulary would then be used in a variety : 
writings that will be drawn from relevant real life connectio: 
will allow the students to find and develop their personal v: 


This of course would be a fruitless exercise unless the writ 
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published which will add meaning outside of the individual 
Students will bring their writings to their peers and others \ 
World Wide Web. Students will explore tools (software anc 
hardware) to help them tell their stories and paint their veri 
pictures. 


And finally | will work to develop within my students a desi 
back to their community (the school) by using technology t 
be mentors for fourth graders (one of the fourth grade clas 
in the school) as they work through the writing process. 


| plan to keep a detailed set of data to determine any effec 
of technology will have on students. | will use my two eight! 
sections and integrate a greater degree of technology with 
the other and collect attitudinal data (seeking information é 
motivational powers of technology in the area of writing) al 
reflective responses to the success or failure of my techno 
integration. | will also pay particular attention to any gende 
indicators that arise from this survey (I want to strive for a 

that naturally draws in female students as readily as male 

- the fact that technology usually attracts male students bu 
female students is a critical consideration if this is to be un 
successful in my classroom). 
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ARP Description Title: Teacher's Use of Technology in a Reading Clinic 


ARP Literature Review Authors: Ernest Balajthy, Kristin Reuber, Corrine Robinson 


ARP Journal Source: Reading Online 

My Pepperdine Home Thoughts: While the whole of the article doesn't serve my 
purposes, the References section has proved to be a good 

Email comments to me resource for potential books and other articles such as The 


Computer Delusion by Todd Oppenheimer. (comments 
below) 


Top 
Title: Vocabulary's Influence on Successful Writing 


Prepared By : Shawna Brynildssen 


Source: ERIC REC Digest #157 - EDO-CS-00-08 December 
2000 


Thoughts: Wonderful article! One of the main focuses of my 
ARP is to find a way to use technology in unique was 
(constructivist in orientation) to build usable vocabulary for 
my students. Most of what | have come across in the 
literature pertains to more "traditional" approaches to vocab 
building. | come from that school of operation (mostly due to 
the lack of available technology - but also my inexperience 
with it prior to being involved in a distance learning 
program). This time, however, my whole approach will 
change. This digest lays out some key consideration that 
need to be used when planning for and implementing a 
vocab program - now | need to design the technological 
integration part. 


Top 


Title: The Computer-Networked Writing Lab: One 
Instructor's View 


Prepared By: P. M. Puccio 
Source: ERIC REC Digest #80 - EDO-CS-93-03 April 1993 


Thoughts: Okay, so it has almost nothing to do with my 
ARP. It was enlightening and presented questions and ideas 
that | find helpful to think about. The main focus is the 
environment. We (CadreBleu) have talked about the idea of 
teachers as Learning Environment Architects - this article 
brings that consideration to the forefront as | make decisions 
about how my "new’" classroom will be designed and 
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organized to enhance the learning experience. 


Top 
Title: Computer Assisted Writing Instruction 


Prepared By: Marjorie Simic 
Source: ERIC REC Digest #97 - EDO-CS-94-10 June 1994 


Thoughts: Very salient point to start out: 


“Research has found that most teachers are concerned with the final 
product of writing, but have little understanding of the process that 
successful writers use in creating that product. Traditionally, students 
have been asked to produce compositions on demand, with little 
guidance on how to work through the steps that quality writing requires." 


The article also contains good information on how research 
supports the idea that technology can do more than just be 
the tool that generates the end product, it can be the tool 
that enhances the learning experiences of students. It also 
offers ideas on how to overcome the "lack of machines" 
problem that | (and many other teachers) face. 


Top 
Title: Reading Blaster Vocabulary 


Product Review By : Donna Wolak 
Source: T.H.E. Journal 


Thoughts: In doing my initial research | have found that 
there is really nothing innovative or unique that has been 
done to support vocabulary development. Most of it is “drill- 
and-kill" and carries with it little if any relevance to real world 
skills. This one does engage the user with". . . six different 
vocabulary activities in which students participate to earn 
clues to solve a mystery. | have not seen the product in 
action, but it is a KnowledgeAdventure product and they do 
have a few things that are pretty good. | am really searching 
for technology supported vocabulary growth activities that 
have been developed from a constructivist approach. 


Top 


Title: Get A Clue: Developing vocabulary through critical 
thinking 


Web Address: bigchalk.com 
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Thoughts: The product hook sounds very interesting. | have 
downloaded the info materials to look at further, but it is 
certainly a more intriguing vocabulary tool than the one 
above. Here is the info from bigchalk.com: "Get A Clue 
delivers an innovative online vocabulary program for grades 
5 and up that promotes vocabulary acquisition through 
inductive reasoning and critical thinking. Through engaging 
multimedia, students discover the story behind words- 
effectively building vocabulary, reading comprehension, test 
taking, and higher order reasoning skills. Status reports 
allow teachers to effectively evaluate student progress and 
assign customized assignments for remediation and 
students to easily review problem words." 


Top 
Web Site: KidPub 


Thoughts: It helps to see what someone else has done in 
the area of students (kids) publishing their stories to the 
web. It also may serve as an initial motivational tool for my 
students to spend some time here reading what others have 
written. 


Top 
Title: A Friend For The Language Arts: How technology can 


enrich reading and writing instruction 


Prepared By: Stephen Marcus 


Source: Electronic Schoo! Online 


Thoughts: This article appeared in the January 1998 issue 
of the publication. There were times while | was reading that 
it the ideas were "antiquated" at times - even though it was 
written just under four years ago. But it did have some 
wonderful ideas for jump-starting the creative process. My 
favorite was: 


"Students can do "invisible writing” with a computer. As a prewriting 
activity, ask students to use their word processors for one to three 
minutes with the computer monitor turned off so they can't see their 
evolving text. Then have them turn on the screen. After a little practice, 
students in grades four through 12 have reported that this procedure 
develops fiuency, frees them from compulsively fixing typos (which often 
results in their losing their train of thought), generates increased interest 
in seeing what they had to say, and generates more thoughtful text." 


The ideas contained in the side bar to the right were worth 
the time. 
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Title: The Six Web-N-Flow Activity Formats: Working the 
Web for Education: Activity Formats 


and 
Title: Three Myths About The Net 
Web Site: Web and Flow 


Thoughts: These articles are available to subscribers, but 
you can get a 10 ten day trial and view the site and play with 
the tools. | took the time because the site was intriguing for 
some unknown reason - but | am glad | did. 


The first article is useful in that it defines a number of ways 
to use the web as an educational tool (other than as a 
resource center for information). There are some basic ideas 
here that may come in handy (and | wrote them down in 
case | don't feel like forking over the subscription fee to get 
at them later. 


The second article had some very interesting points to 
make: 


Myth #7 - The Web is the World's Biggest Encyclopedia. This is the first 
misconception many newcomers bring to the Web. Yes, both offer lots of 
information on lots of topics, but the similarities tend to end there. 
Whereas an encyclopedia is organized and cross-referenced, the Web is 
amorphous and chaotic. 


Myth #2 - The Web is an Information Superhighway. Although the Web is 
like a superhighway of information when seen as a source of data, facts, 
and figures, this misses more powerful aspects. More than information, 
the Web is about people, ideas, and sharing. 


A Final Thought - Viewed through the eyes of traditional education, who 
would want a learning resource that presents the world in all its chaos, 
offers more opinions than facts, and requires a subtle intelligence to sort 
the gems from the junk? Viewed from a more student-centered, active- 
learning perspective, what better resource could you imagine! With the 
Web, students must take charge of their learning and scrutinize 
everything. An vital role for educators is to facilitate this shift and provide 
students with the skills they need to reach their destinations, not flounder 
in the surf of each shifting wave. 


The most important of these, for my ARP purposes, would 
be Myth #2. My goal is to provide my students with an 
opportunity to share their ideas and thoughts. Hopefully I'll 
succeed to some degree. 


Top 
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Title: The Computer Delusion 
Authors: Todd Oppenheimer 
Source: Atlantic Monthly 


Thoughts: While this article doesn't support what we are 
trying to do through this program and in our classrooms - it is 
imperative that we read and understand ed-tech's detractors 
and take to heart the valid points they make. By doing so we 
only make our use of tech in the classroom stronger and 
more effective in support of our learning facilitation and our 
students learning. One of the most important points he 


makes is in quoting a couple of Apple big wigs: 


Perhaps this is why Steven Jobs, one of the founders of Apple Computer 
and a man who claims to have "spearheaded giving away more 
computer equipment to schools than anybody else on the planet,” has 
come to a grim conclusion: "What's wrong with education cannot be fixed 
with technology," he told Wired magazine last year. "No amount of 
technology will make a dent.... You're not going to solve the problems by 
putting all knowledge onto CD-ROMs. We can put a Web site in every 
school — none of this is bad. It's bad only if it lulls us into thinking we're 
doing something to solve the problem with education.” Jane David, the 
consultant to Apple, concurs, with a commonly heard caveat. "There are 
real dangers," she told me, "in looking to technology to be the savior of 
education. But it won't survive without the technology." 


Top 
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